disease was completely reviewed in more than 7,000 patients, particularly the chronic Chagas heart disease, which was totally systematized. Their publication "Chagas' disease: a clinical, epidemiological, and pathologic study" (Circulation 14: 1035 (Circulation 14: -1060 1956 ) is considered one of the most important papers regarding chagasic cardiopathy in all the history of Chagas disease. In parallel, Dias and his group became the pioneers in clinical and serological studies in endemic areas. Fred Soper, from PAHO, told him once that it was not sufficient to conduct good investigations or even to find good solutions; rather it was necessary "to sell the idea". Combining good serology with electrocardiographical studies in the general population, E Dias and colleagues showed the medical impact of the disease in large portions of Latin America. Furthermore, E Dias went directly to the politicians and different opinion makers of the time, showing them the tragedy of the disease and the stark realities that they had to face. E Dias died in 1962 at the age of 54, due to an automobile accident, amidst a fervent effort to implement a national fight against Chagas disease in Brazil. At the end of this decade, the state of São Paulo put in course its successful local program. Ten years later, actions against the vector were systematized all over the country, becoming a nation priority in 1983. In 1991, the Southern Cone Initiative was launched with assistance from PAHO followed some years later by similar "Initiatives" in Andean, Central America, and Amazon Countries. In 2006, Brazil was declared free of vector transmission by T. infestans, preceded by Uruguay and Chile. The number of acute cases has decreased drastically in the last two decades in Brazil, as has the mortality and the morbidity due to T. cruzi infection. At the same time, millions of young Latin American individuals have been protected from the dangers of parasite contamination. At the heart of these achievements lie the life and labor of Emmanuel Dias.
In 2008, the scientific community involved with Chagas disease is celebrating the centenary of this scientist, who would one day assume the obsession of his Mentor, which entirely changed his life, and made the major dream of Chagas a reality. For this commemoration, from a pragmatic and more consequent point of view, the best action is to pursue the consolidation of Chagas disease control in all endemic areas. There is a severe risk associated with weakening the necessary surveillance against secondary and peridomestic vectors. In parallel, millions of infected individuals continue to require better and more adequate medical care. Governments, scientists, and health authorities must remain active and responsible for facing the present challenges of Chagas disease. Such an attitude is required to definitively eliminate the tragedy associated with American Trypanosomiasis, which will also contribute to keeping the aspirations of Carlos Chagas and Emmanuel Dias alive.
Bambuí and Rio de Janeiro, August 2008. 
João Carlos Pinto Dias

